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Boozhoo, good day to all Ginoogaming 

First Nation band members: 

The Ginoogaming First Nation Chief and 

Council were first made aware of the 

COVID-19 Pandemic on Friday March 6. 

Council was notified regarding Corona-

virus, and we had to sit down and digest 

what the virus is. We had to understand 

how, where, when, and what it was before 

we could do anything. We all remembered 

what was being said about Coronavirus in 

China since December on the news, and 

we figured it was the same as SARS and 

H1N1. Nobody thought it would come this 

far. We were not prepared for this, but the 

entire country of Canada was not prepared 

either. The message now to people is: this 

is life-threatening, especially for babies, 

elderly people, those with immune systems 

that are down, or those with chronic ill-

ness. They will not have a chance to fight 

this. It has hit some of the young people 

too, and they had a hard time fighting it 

even with healthy bodies. It depends on 

how your body and mind responds to the 

virus. 

This is serious, the measures that we put 

in place are there for your own safety. The 

Chief and Council were not prepared to 

put these measures in place, because as 

you know First Nation people love their 

freedom, to be able to go wherever they 

want. We don’t 

know everything 

about this virus. 

The scientists 

are saying that 

it’s living in the 

cold and the only 

thing you can do 

is wipe down 

everything. We 

must all learn to practice the safety 

measures that are being put in place by 

the World Health Organization. It is a safe-

ty precaution. 

It has to be accepted. People are starting 

to be aware of the danger and the harmful 

effects. It is all about trying to change life 

accordingly. This virus is making everyone 

think about their lives. Security is important 

for the community. That is why we have 

limited access. We have closed down the 

two entrances, the northern end and the 

eastern end. We may go into the next step, 

which is lockdown. It could be a month. It 

depends what the council says. Right now, 

the limited access is indefinite until full 

lockdown. We need our people to work 

with our security staff on the front lines. 

Please respect all safety measures and 

precautions, so that we all can stay 

healthy.    

Megwetch, Chief Echum 
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SHERI TAYLOR, HEALTH DIRECTOR 
Our message to you all is stay home, please do not 

leave unless absolutely necessary for grocery/ prescrip-

tions, medical appointments, or emergencies.  We have 

the gates at the entrances for your safety, we also have 

a curfew from 11pm to 6am.  During the curfew hours 

absolutely no one is allowed to leave or come into the 

community unless it’s an emergency vehicle (police, fire, 

ambulance). We ask you all to respect what is in place 

so we can keep our children, Elders and loved ones 

safe.  A detailed protocol for the gates will be provided. 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 

contact any one of us on this list, we are looking at more 

food security supports and options and will update you 

all very soon. 

Yours in Health, 

Sheri Taylor, Health Director/Pandemic Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is some information if you anyone becomes ill/fever 

and you are worried about what to do. 

Below is the link to do a self-assessment, if you don’t 

have access to the internet here is a guide. 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/#q0 

You need to assess the level of symptoms 

MILD 

• Fever 

• Cough 

• Sneezing 

• Sore throat 

PLEASE STAY AT HOME.  As a precaution the Pub-
lic Health Agency of Canada is asking anyone with 
symptoms (fever, cough, sneezing, and sore throat,) 
to at least stay home for 14 days. 

MODERATE 

• Mild to moderate short of breath 

• Inability to lie down because of difficulty breathing 

• Chronic Health conditions that you are having diffi-
culty managing because of difficulty breathing. 

Consult a Health Care Provider if unable to reach 
call please call Telehealth 1-866-797-0000 to speak 
to a Registered Nurse 

SEVERE 

• Severe difficulty breathing (eg, struggling to breath 
or speaking in single words) 

• Severe chest pain 

• Having a very hard time waking up 

• Feeling confused 

• Losing consciousness 

Please call 911 these symptoms require immediate 
attention. 

 

The virus doesn't move; people 

move it. We stop moving, the virus 

stops moving, the virus dies—       

its that simple” 
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Medical Transportation Notice: 

We will provide a ride to the OATC for those that need to 

attend for doctor appointment or ingestion, but we are 

restricting to two (2) people at a time, and no children 

allowed on the medical van due to social distancing 

measures. You will also be subjected to screening proto-

cols and be required to follow the recommended course 

of action, if you present a cold/fever, cough you will not 

permitted on the medical van.  

If any person has a cold/fever cough we ask that you 

stay home, if you feel that it has worsened and need 

medical attention you are asked to call the Telehealth # 

at 1-866-797-0000 or call the Thunder Bay District 

Health Unit at 1-888-294-6630, or if worsened and emer-

gency call 911. 

Attached is a step by step guide if you have any ques-

tions or concerns if you or any of your family becomes ill, 

and not sure what to do about it. I have attached the link 

to the telehealth website.  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/get-medical-advice-

telehealth-ontario 

Rexall (prescription) 

We will not be providing rides to pick up prescriptions or 

to go to the Rexall for anything else, if you need a pre-

scription picked up please call our medical van driver at 

807-853-1226.  He will be happy to assist you. 

Ontario Works – Transportation 

Roseline Mendowegan will provide rides to the store at a 

limit of (2) people at a time, please no children allowed. 

Her cell number is 807-853-2140. 

Pandemic Team—Contact List 

 

1.  Sheri Taylor    (807) 853-1946   

Health Director/Pandemic Coordinator  
 

2.  Liz Ferris   (807) 853-1949  

Ontario Works Administrator/Pandemic Team Security  
 

3.  Lisa Echum   (807) 853-2074   

Mental Health Worker/Pandemic Team/Security 
 

4.  Fern Charles   (807) 876-2242  

First Nation Finance – Pandemic Team 
 

5.  Vanessa Legarde  (807) 853-2069  

Ontario Works Case Worker/ Pandemic Team – Security 
 

6.  Kelly Fortier   (807) 853-2072  

Community Health Rep/Pandemic Team 
 

7.  Peter Rasevych  (807) 876-2242  

Pandemic Team Communications 
 

8.  Calvin Taylor   (807) 876-2242  

Lands and Resources/Pandemic Team 
 

9.  Victor Chapais  (807) 853-2492  

Education Supports/Pandemic Team 
 

10.  Celia Echum  (807) 854-8940  

Chief, Ginoogaming First Nation 
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TO ALL GINOOGAMING COMMUNITY MEMBERS—APRIL 7, 2020 

This notice is in addition to the original GFN Public Notice that was issued on Monday March 30, 

2020 regarding the 11:00 pm to 6:00 am curfew, and the 24/7 monitoring of our community      

access roads.    

The Ginoogaming First Nation Chief and Council are requesting all community members to 

please work with us by respecting the safety measures that have been put in place. 

Security Gate Keepers have been employed to keep everyone in our community healthy and 

safe during these difficult times. 

The brief screening that the Security Gate Keepers are doing is very light, please help them by 

cooperating. 

The screening and controlled access is there to ensure that COVID-19 cases do not enter our 

community – children, Elders, and anyone with compromised immune system, anyone who 

smokes, anyone with previous respiratory difficulty (eg. Asthma), anyone with pre-existing health 

conditions (eg. Diabetes, cancer) are all at great risk. 

We are preparing the community in the event that the community has to go to another phase that 

would include even more measures (eg. full lockdown). 

We do not want to have to go into a full lockdown phase. 

We want to keep the community in this phase, with everyone healthy and safe, and the way to 

do that is to comply with the curfew and also the controlled access. 

Full lockdown would entail that nobody would be able to leave the community, and we do not 

want to see that happen here. 

Full lockdown may also depend on what is going on in the rest of Canada, it may come to pass 

that we will all have to go onto full lockdown anyway, so it is good to prepare for this likelihood. 

At the current time, we cannot add any new non-band members to the GFN household list. 

Once again, we ask everyone to please cooperate with the GFN Security Gate Keepers who are 

working to safeguard your and your families’ health and well-being. 
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QUARANTINE ACT UPDATE 

Quick Reference Tool 
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QUARANTINE ACT UPDATE 

Quick Reference Tool 
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INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY             

SUPPORT FUND 

COVID-19 assistance available to 

Ginoogaming First Nation members        

residing both on- and off-reserve. GFN will 

be providing monetary assistance per 

household. 

• To apply to receive funding, we will 

need your proof of address and sta-

tus number 

Deadline to apply: Friday, April 10 at    

4:00 pm (because we need to apply before 

the government deadline on Monday April 

13) 

Send your information in to: 

Kelly Fortier 

kelly.fortier@ginoogamingfn.ca 

Ph: (807) 853-2072 

Fax: (807) 876-1614 

Celia Echum 

celia.echum@ginoogamingfn.ca 

Ph: (807) 854-8940 

Fax: (807) 876-2495 

Fern Charles 

fern.charles@ginoogamingfn.ca 

Ph: (807) 876-2242 

Fax: (807) 876-2495 

 

Amounts payable are to be determined. 

Calculations will be based on house-

hold and family size, or if living single. 

GFN Education Update:  

Councillor Victor Chapais 

Victor Chapais would like to inform all on-

reserve GFN members who are nominal 

roll and registered with Indigenous Ser-

vices Canada who are interested, that they 

may complete school work from JK to 

grade 12 online through an Internet con-

nection.  School teachers will be contacting 

all students.  

GFN will distribute laptops for school pur-

poses. Victor has also asked for those in-

terested to let him know if they require In-

ternet connection. 

 

NOTICE FROM                      

CHIEF AND COUNCIL: 

There is absolutely no dumpling of garbage 

in the community.  We have regular gar-

bage pick up     weekly.  Ernest has been 

notified to provide a garbage box for 

households requiring a garbage box. 


